Grace Bible Church Core Values and Ministry Opportunities
What we believe determines what we do and how we do it 

What we do reveals much more about what we believe than what we say we believe

So, what we believe about God and ministry and how those beliefs are demonstrated is critical in the life of a church body.  

Because of that we have identified fundamental truths we believe about God that drive our ministry —

· We Believe in the Supremacy of God Above All Things

· God’s goal for Himself is to bring Himself glory (Jn. 17:1-5) 

· It is God’s purpose that people also give Him glory  (Col. 1:16; 1 Tim. 1:17). 

· The most fundamental question that drives ministry must be: “Will this glorify God?” 

· We Believe in the Preeminence of Christ

· Christ is above all things.  He is the head of all men and all the church.  So He alone is to be followed, imitated, obeyed and exalted in ministry (Col. 1:15-18).

· He is first (in everything).  Everything we do is examined by the question, “Will this help the church body to make Christ first and recognize Him as preeminent?”
· We Believe in the Transforming Work of the Holy Spirit  
· Transformation is necessary because all men are sinners (Titus 3:3-7)

· Transformation is possible through the power of the Holy Spirit using Scripture.  The Holy Spirit alone produces godliness (Rom. 12:1-2, John 17:17, Gal. 5:22-23)
· We Believe in the Sufficiency of Scripture 
· The Scriptures are without error and “God-breathed” (2 Tim. 3:16-17)

· The Scriptures are sufficient for “all things pertaining to life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3)
· We Believe in Grace 
· We believe in grace because no amount of man’s effort can effect salvation or sanctification (Rom. 3:20)

· We are saved by grace, kept by grace, sanctified by grace, and glorified by grace (Gal. 3:2, Titus 3:4) 

· Because we have been graced, we give grace to others 
· We Believe in the Church 
· God has ordained the church to be His primary vehicle to accomplish His work and bring Him glory (1 Tim. 3:1ff, 15)

· The church is the only institution that Jesus Christ Himself promised to build (Matt. 16:18) 

In addition, we believe in seven more core values/priorities/theologies about church life — these are truths that we believe about spiritual life that drive and sustain ministry in the body of Christ. 

· We Believe in the Priority of a Personal Walk (Life) with God
· A personal walk with God is more than 30 minutes of reading and praying in a.m.…it is to consciously live in His presence and under His power every moment & day (Titus 2:9-10)

· Christian life is not just about doing, but being (Rev. 2:1-7)
· We Believe in Discipleship 
· To be a discipler is to be a model of a follower of Christ — one who has been with Jesus (2 Tim. 2:2, 1 Cor. 11:1)

· Discipleship means growing and maturing into the image and likeness of Christ
· We Believe in Evangelism 
· It is commanded (Matt. 28:18-20, Titus 2:11, 2 Tim. 4:5, 1 Tim. 2:4, Eph. 6:19) 

· The only means to growth in church (universal or local) is conversion: people trust in Christ for salvation
· We Believe in the Power and Priority of Forgiveness and Reconciliation
· Forgiveness and reconciliation is the privilege of believers since Christ has forgiven them (Eph. 4:32)

· Forgiveness and reconciliation keeps the body of Christ unified and humble
· We Believe in Marriage and Family
· It is the place of greatest earthly satisfaction (Gen. 2 – first relationship established by God apart from man with God)

· It is a profound parable of Christ’s relationship to the church (Eph. 5:22-33)
· We Believe in the Value of Problems (and Trials) — both our own and others’ (yours)
· James 1:2-4 - Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

· God uses difficulties to expose fleshliness and sin, and then to conform us to Christ (Rom. 8:28-29; 1 Cor. 10:13; Col. 1:28-29)
· We Believe in “Every Member Ministry” and the Ministry of Presence
· Practicing the “one-anothers” — these general commands are a blueprint for our relationships with other believers

· Exercising the spiritual gifts — each member of the body should use his or her gift for the equipping and building up of other believers (1 Tim. 4:14) 

These core values have led us to synthesize what we believe about the role of the church and ministry this way: 

Grace Bible Church Vision of Ministry
Shepherding God's people by God's grace for God's Glory





Grace Bible Church exists to shepherd God’s people, by God’s grace, and for God’s glory.  Every aspect of ministry — worship, fellowship, instruction, and outreach — is designed to reach the unbelieving for Christ and mature the believing in Christ by the gracious empowerment of the Holy Spirit and the gracious administering of the Scriptures, so that the character of God is revealed and the majesty of God is upheld.

And these, then, are some of the various ministry opportunities that currently exist at GBC:
Worship —

· Music

· Preaching/teaching

Teaching/Discipleship — 

· Counseling training (BCDC; Monday morning class)

· Men’s Ministry

· Weekly Friday morning studies

· Weekly Monday night Precept study (Fall and Spring)

· Annual retreat/conference

· Women’s Ministry

· Weekly Monday night Precept study (Fall and Spring)

· Annual retreat/conference

· Various fellowship opportunities 

· AWANA

· Adult SS

· Children’s SS and Children’s church 

· Grace Bible Institute


Fellowship — 

· Sunday morning before and between services

· Sunday School
· Fellowship meals
· Home groups
· Various individual small groups

Evangelism/Outreach — 

· Counseling outreach to community
· Evangelism training and outreach events (May 6 event with Mark Shaw and July 4 outreach)
· Missions — local (BPC) and global 

And here are some current ministry needs/opportunities at GBC:
Ministry Serving Opportunities

Worship

· Music

· Preaching/teaching

Teaching/Discipleship

· Counseling training (ACBC; Monday morning class)

· Men’s Ministry

· Weekly Friday morning studies
· Weekly Monday night Precept study (Fall and Spring)

· Annual retreat/conference

· Women’s Ministry

· Weekly Monday night Precept study (Fall and Spring)

· Annual retreat/conference

· Various fellowship opportunities

· Good News Club (Fall and Spring) *
· AWANA*
· Adult SS

· Children’s SS and Children’s church*
· Grace Bible Institute

Fellowship

· Sunday morning before and between services

· Fellowship meals

· Home Groups
· Serving at conferences
Evangelism/Outreach

· Counseling outreach to community
· Door-to-Door Evangelism

· Good News Club

Ministry Serving Needs

Teachers

· Good News Club (Fall and Spring) *
· AWANA (teachers and substitutes) *
· Children’s Sunday School (and substitutes) *
· Children’s Church (and substitutes) *
Technology

· Video/audio 

Counselors for counseling ministry (ACBC certification)
Door Greeters
Safety Team
Visitor follow-up

Nursery helpers (SS and worship)

Wednesday night meal help

Hospitality team

· Set up before Sunday

· Tear down after services

· Clean up after Wednesday night meals

Substitute piano players & Musicians / Singers *
Additional grounds keepers
Door-to-Door Evangelism

CBCD Conference Support
* These items require a six months as a regular attender prior to serving and background checks when working with children.
The Membership Process:

· Participate in a membership class (they will be held at least quarterly)

· Submit application form for membership (including signed affirmation of covenant)

· Interview with at least two elders for testimonies
· Review and approval by all elders
· Submission of names to the church body in bulletin for two weeks

· Reception into membership
To Reach the Unbeliever


To Mature the Believer





By the Empowerment of the Spirit


By the Administration of the Scriptures





To Reveal the character of God


To Uphold the majesty of God
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